Plasma calcitonin levels in patients with cystic fibrosis.
Plasma levels of calcitonin were investigated in patients with cystic fibrosis and compared with age- and sex-matched healthy controls. About forty per cent of the cystic fibrosis patients had plasma calcitonin levels that were markedly higher than normal. Elevated levels were found predominantly in female patients. In general, patients with marked pulmonary involvement had high plasma calcitonin levels. Immunoextraction and gel chromatography, carried out on plasma of one of the patients demonstrated monomer-like forms of calcitonin similar to those found in the healthy subjects.